the meaning of the cross
The book "The Cross of Christ" by John R. W. Stott is a devotional theological treatise on the cross of Christ. It is very hard for many to understand this book. How ever I want to give you the gist of the book so that every one can understand the meaning of the cross.

Johns Stott points out that New Testament authors believed in the centrality of the cross of Christ, and believed that their conviction was derived from the the Master Himself. The early post apostolic church had a firm double base in the teaching of Christ and His apostles for making a cross the sign and symbol of Christianity. Church tradition proved in this to be a faithful reflection of Scripture. Posing the following questions.

i) How is it that Christians can face such a ridicule without shifting their ground. ii) Why do we cling to the old rugged Cross and insists on its Centrality refusing to let it be pushed to the circumference of our message? iii) Why must we proclaim the scandalous and glory in the shameful? 

John Stott says the answer to all the above questions lies in one single word "integrity" "Christian integrity consists partly in a resolve to unmask the caricature but mostly in personal loyalty to Jesus in whose mind the saving cross was central.  Indeed readers who have come without bias to the scripture all seem to have come to the same conclusion. The verdict of scholars has understandably percolated through into a popular Christian devotion. For Christians at the cross.
Have their pride broken, their guilt expunged,

Their love kindled, Their hope restored.
So He concludes that perceiving the cross to be the centre of history, theology, they naturally perceive it also to be the centre of all reality. 
In the first part of the book John Stott approaches the Cross by looking at the centrality of the cross in the history of Christian faith. With ample evidence John Stott proves that the cross central to our faith because i) it is originated in the mind of Christ ii) All the apostles Paul, Peter, John and the writer of Hebrews emphasized the cross. Then he deals with the question "Why did Christ die?". He answers that although Judas delivered him to the priests, priests to Pilate and Pilate to the soldiers and the soldiers crucified him John Stott points out that the N.T. indicates that "Father gave him up" and that "Jesus gave Himself up". Jesus voluntarily died to do fahter's will. So He gave Himself for us. After that He investigates the implications of Jesus words in the upper room, the garden of Gethsemane and the Cry of dereliction on the Cross. 
In the Second part of his book John Stott indicates that His death is related to our sins. Then he goes on to deal with the heart of the Cross by looking at the rpoblem of forgiveness as constituted by the conflict between the majesty of God and the gravity of sin. Having rejected all other "satisfaction theories" he concludes that" self satisfaction by self substitutution is the essence of the cross". He examines many theories and asserts that

i)
The cross was not a commercial bargain with the devil

ii)
The cross was not a compulsory submission by God to some moral authority above him from which he could not otherwise escape.

iii)
The cross was not a punishment of a meek Christ by a harsh and punitive Father.

iv)
The cross was not a procurement of salvation by a loving Christ from a mean reluctant Father.

v)
The cross was not an action of the Father which bypassed Christ as mediator.

The essence or the heart of the cross is that righteous loving Father humbled Himself to become in and through his only son's flesh, sin and a curse for us in order to redeem us without compromising his own character. Therefore he states that the biblical gospel of atonement is of God satisfying himself by substituting himself for us. Johns Stott in a wonderful way states that the concept of substitution lies at the heart of both sin and salvation.

"For the essence of sin is man substituting himself for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man. Man asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God deserves to be, God sacrifices himself for man and puts himself where only man deserves to be. Man claims prerogative which belong to God alone, God accepts penalties which belong to man alone." What a superb way of putting the crust of the matter!
In the Third part of his book John Stott makes us to look beyong the cross itself to its achievement in three spheres:

i) The salvation of sinners, 
ii) The revelation of God
iii)  The conquest of evil.

All the four images plainly teach that God's saving work was achieved through the blood shedding, that is, the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ.  With regard to the blood of Christ the scripture references are very plain.

"God presented him as a propitiatory sacrifice" Rom 3:25.

"In him we have redemption through his blood' Eph. 1:7

"We have been justified by his blood" Rom 5:9
	New Testament image of Salvation
	The Picture
	Human need
	Saving initiative taken by God


	Propitiation
	Temple Court
The ceremonial
 

Realm
	We are under the wrath of God




	He has propitiated His own wrathe





	Redemption

	The Market The commercial - Realm
	We are captives to sin
	Redeemed us from our misera-ble 
bondage



	Justification
	The Law court
	We are guilty before God

	Declared us righteous In His sight




	Reconciliation

	
The home
	We are alien-ated from  God
	Reconciled us to  Himself 




"You who once were far away have been brought near (i.e., reconciled) through the blood of Christ" Ep 2:13. So each of these images plainly teaches that Jesus died in our place as our substitute because Christ's blood is a symbol of his life laid down in violent death. It is because of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus that God averted his wrath from us; We have been redeemed by the ransom price of his precious blood and are justified because the innocent and the sinless was condemned and made sin for us. (Rom 3:25; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Rom 8:3, 33; 2 Cor. 5:21). So all the relevant texts make it very clear that "God... loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." and that "God... has come and reconciled us to himself through Christ" (1 Jn 4:10,11, Lk 1:68; Rom 8:32; 2 Cor. 5:18).
says that Christian community is essentially a community of the cross. Since the cross has radically altered all our relationships, we now worship God in continuous celebration, understand ourselves and give ourselves in the service of others, love our enemies seeking to overcome evil with good and face the perplexing problem of suffering in the light of the Cross. In conclusion of his book John Stott brings out the pervasive influence of the Cross in every sphere of Christian living, from the book of Galatians in four ways.

i)
The corss is the ground of our justification (Gal. 1:4, 3:13).

ii)
The cross is the means of our sanctification (Gal. 2:20, 5:24, 6:14).

iii)
The cross is the subject of our witness (Gal. 3:1, 5:11).

iv) The cross is the object of our boasting (Gal. 6:14).
Then he identifies the enemies of cross who set themselves against its purpose. The characteristics of the enemies of cross are

i)
Self righteousness (Instead of looking to the cross for justification)

ii)
Self indulgence (Instead of taking up the cross to follow Christ)

iii)
Self advertisement (Instead of preaching Christ crucified)

iv) Self glorification (Instead of glorifying in the cross).
Finally he concludes his book that every Christian disciple, and every Christian witness should have that the stigmata (the body marks of Jesus) as a mark of authentication like Paul the devoted friend of Cross. 

"It is the crucified man that can preach the cross"
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